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failures as from my successes. It has been a great
help to me in administering justice to boys to know
that I committed many of the normal crimes and
follies myself. I derive great satisfaction from a
certain house group in which, feeling (not quite with-
out reason) that my housemaster ought to have called
me to a more prominent place at his side, I deter-
mined to show how little I cared. The result is an
admirable picture of a Sulky Boy. And I can recall
an elementary offence against the laws of honesty so
flagrant that it would have been perfectly reasonable
to conclude that I had no moral sense at all: it is
some consolation to remember that my partner in
this crime bore then and since an unblemished
character, and now holds a Canonry in the Church.
It may not be necessary for doctors to have all
diseases, but it is certainly desirable for a school-
master to have committed a reasonable number of
crimes.

In the matter of crime, boys are entirely lacking in
that sense of proportion which it is the main object
of all true education to impart. This essential lesson
was put into nervous English by a friend and
colleague of mine at Marlborough when reproving a
boy for some trifling offence. " Of course the thing
in itself" he said, "is a very small thing: it's the
thing behind the thing which is really the thing,
you know." The point could hardly have been
stated with greater economy of language.

From one common schoolboy offence, that of